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EUREKA Call for Proposals for Joint Research and Development (R&D) Projects

on

Disruptive Technologies

between

South Africa, Austria, Spain, South Korea and Germany

	Time Schedule
	
	

	Opening of the Call
	
	02 December 2019

	Deadline for EUREKA- applications
	
	01 April 2020

	EUREKA-Evaluation results will be communicated 
	
	01 July 2020

	Consortia Agreements signed & Endorsement & Project Start 
	
	         01 February 2021 

	
	
	



Introduction

EUREKA, (www.eurekanetwork.org), is an intergovernmental organisation for market-driven industrial research and development (R&D). It is a decentralised network facilitating the coordination of national funding on R&D and Innovation (R&D&I), aiming to boost the productivity and competitiveness of industries. Following a bottom-up approach, with an emphasis on projects in technological areas with a civilian purpose, EUREKA has been the driving force of innovation in Europe for over 30 years. 
1. Participating Funding Agencies and Countries

Within the EUREKA initiative, this call is based on mutual consent between the participating national funding bodies (NFBs), namely: the Department of Science and Innovation
 (DSI) (South Africa); The Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG), The Centre for the Development of Industrial Technology (CDTI) (Spain), The Korea Institute for Advancement of Technology (KIAT) (South Korea), and the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research
 (BMBF).

2. Scope 

Participants are invited to submit applied research and innovation project proposals in the domain of Disruptive Technologies and related sub themes. The domain themes and sub themes may include, but are not limited to, the following areas:

2.1 Artificial Intelligence (AI);

2.2 Renewable Energy;

2.3 High-Speed Travel, Robotic innovations, Autonomous Vehicles and Advanced Virtual Reality; 

2.4 Disruptive Manufacturing, including:

· 3D Printing

· Medical Innovations 

· Precision medicine (e.g. Genome Editing)

2.5 Big data and digital disruption; as well as,

2.6 Agricultural disruptive technologies: 

· Precision agriculture.

· ICT solutions for the agro-food sector.

3. Eligibility criteria

To apply to this call, the applied research and innovation project partners must form a Consortium and must meet the following criteria:

3.1
The Consortium should include at least two, registered independent companies from at least two of the participating countries. The participation of research institutes and universities is welcome according to each country’s national funding guidelines and regulations.

3.2
The project partners must express their will to cooperate, on win-win / fair return basis in the development of a new product, industrial process or service.

3.3 
The product, process or service must be innovative, and there must be a technological risk involved.

3.4 
The project must have a civilian purpose.

3.5 The project should benefit all involved partners in a well-balanced Consortium, in line with the EUREKA project application guidelines.

3.6 
The project should have an obvious advantage and added value resulting from the technologic cooperation between the participants, (e.g. increased knowledge base, commercial leads, access to R&D infrastructure etc).

3.7 
A signed Consortium Agreement (CA) is mandatory before the actual start of the project. The CA should at least include the ownership and use of know-how and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) settlements. 

3.8 
The duration of the project may not exceed 36 months.

Any partner whose collaborative industrial research and innovation project is consistent with the aforementioned criteria can apply to the present call in accordance with their own laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect, on a non-exchange of funds basis, and subject to budgetary availability.

Each participating funding body may apply additional eligibility criteria. Applicants are strongly advised, prior to submitting the application, to contact their funding body (see below) to discuss their project idea and check the eligibility of the project. 

Partners from other EUREKA countries, or countries outside of EUREKA, can also participate, but funding must be secured within the deadlines for the call. 

4. Submission and approval procedures 

To apply for this call, the completion and submission of the EUREKA Project Form is mandatory as follows: 

The project consortium must complete in English the project description in the ‘EUREKA Project Form’, (an electronic form is available on https://www.eurekanetwork.org/eureka-project-application-form).  

The project consortium is strongly advised to follow this instruction and describe all necessary elements in the form as requested. You can contact your EUREKA NFB to get support in preparing the document (see below for detailed information per funding agency in section 7).

The completed EUREKA electronic application form and its signatures should be sent to za_multilateral@eurekanetwork.org before 01 April 2020, 17:00 (CET) at the latest. 

In parallel to the submission of the EUREKA project form, (both PDF editable version and a scanned signed version), all project partners are required to submit a national funding application, if needed, to their respective NFB, taking into account all relevant national procedures and submission rules. The deadlines for the submission of these might differ between the participating funding bodies (see below for detailed information per funding agency in section 7). 

5
Evaluation

EUREKA applications will be evaluated according to the EUREKA project assessment methodology. National applications will be evaluated according to national rules / guidelines and will be coordinated through the relevant NFB. After a common ranking list of funded and non-funded projects has been agreed, the applicants will be informed about the results by their NFB. 

6 
Funding Conditions and National Funding Budgets

Funding will only be provided to labelled projects that are positively evaluated by all participating funding bodies, taking the common ranking list into account. Funding of project partners is subject to budgetary availability and national funding conditions stipulated by each NFB.

Any IPR arising from cooperative project activities under this call shall be regulated in a Consortium Agreement (CA) in accordance with the relevant laws of the countries participating in the project. 

A signed CA on the execution and commercialisation of the projects results is mandatory for selected projects and must be sent to the relevant NFB in line with national guidelines and no later than 01 February 2021. The project start can, in any case, not be prior to the approval of the signed CA.

The NFBs named below will provide access to public funding / investments for the selected projects. The support will be given to each partner by its respective funding body in accordance with their national laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect, on a non-exchange of funds or soft loan basis, and subject to budgetary availability for each funding body. 

	National Funding Body (NFB)
	Country
	Type of finance
	Allocated budget
	Max funding per project

	FFG
	Austria
	Grants
	€1 million 
	Flexible

	CDTI
	Spain
	Soft loan
	Unlimited
	Flexible

	DSI
	South Africa
	Grant
	R30 million

(approx. €2 million)
	Flexible

	BMBF
	Germany
	Grant
	€1 million
	€500 000

	KIAT
	South Korea
	Grant
	€1 million
	500 Mil Korean 

Won / year

(app €390.000)


7 
Funding conditions and rules per NFB

	7.1 FFG – Austria

	Specific National/ Regional rules
	All companies registered in Austria are eligible for funding. Universities and research centers can be funded as subcontractors only. In addition to the EUREKA project form the Austrian participant has to submit a separate national full proposal to the General Program (Basisprogramm) via e-Call at the FFG webpage. The evaluation of the Austrian project part is carried out by internal experts. The project must fulfill the national criteria (“Basisprogramm-Leitfaden”; https://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/bpunternehmensprojektkombileitfaden_22082018.pdf). There is no dedicated budget for this call. Funding in Austria is provided on an annual basis only, therefore follow-on applications must be submitted for the max. duration of 3 years.

	Eligible costs and funding rates
	The funding provided by FFG are grants:

· max. 60% of the eligible costs for small companies,

· max.  50% of the eligible costs for medium-sized companies,

· max. 40%for large companies.
Details to eligible costs: 

https://www.ffg.at/recht-finanzen/kostenleitfaden

	Additional documents required
	

	Contact persons
	Irina.Slosar@ffg.at 

Phone: +43 (0) 57755 - 4901


	 
7.2 DSI-South Africa

	Specific National/ Regional rules
	Funding is eligible to South African citizens and non-South African citizens but working in a South African SMEs, which may be supported by Science Councils and Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) as project sub-contractors (i.e. on a predetermined distribution of work as outlined in the national application and funding guidelines as contained in the national application form). 

Funding will only be available to registered/legal entities as per South African definition. The potential applicants must inform the National Project Coordinators of their interest to submit a proposal and share the project outline before submitting the project.

To be considered for national funding the applicant will be required to complete a national funding application form (https://www.tia.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SA-EUREKA-National-Call-application-form-28-November-2019-.doc). Shortlisted applicants will then be invited to submit a full project proposal indicating the project activities, clear research, development and innovation (RDI) output, each partner’s role and budget breakdown per line item and partner.

All successful applicants will be required to confirm in writing their co-investment in the project prior to the disbursements of any national project funds. 

	Eligible costs and funding rates
	Each project will go through a financial negotiation process with the national funding body, (i.e. the DSI), to finalise the exact funding from the DSI and the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA). The funding will be transferred in tranches in accordance with the project duration. Co-funding will be negotiable between the SA participants and the DSI/TIA as follows:

SMEs - Up to 75%

Large Companies - Up to 50%

	Additional documents required

	

	Contact persons
	Mr Toto Matshediso, EUREKA National Projects Coordinator

Toto.matshediso@dst.gov.za; Tel: +2712 843 6339 

Ms Kristin Klose, EUREKA Assistant National Projects Coordinator, Kristin.klose@tia.org.za; Tel: +2712 472 2913


	
7.3 BMBF- Germany


	Specific National/ Regional rules
	In Germany, apart from the EUREKA Project Application (phase 1) participants will have to submit a formal project application using the official application system of the federal government when selected for phase 2. In Germany, funding will be provided by BMBF. The DLR Project Management Agency (European and International Cooperation Division) will, on behalf of BMBF, be responsible for the application and funding procedure of the projects. The Federal Ministry of Education and Research will finance research and/or technological development activities of German companies, universities and research centers. 

On the German side, the consortium has to consist of at least one German SME, based in Germany. Research institutes/universities can participate as partners or subcontractors. The project proposals have to comply with the following guidelines:

· The consortium should include at least one South African and one German partner. 

· Participation on the basis of other funding programmes or by own financial resources (self-financing) is always possible for companies and research institutes. 

· A description of budget allocations, i.e. estimated percentages for personnel, travel, material, consumables, other (please specify).

· Participants are invited to submit applied research and innovation project proposals in the area: Disruptive Manufacturing

· precision medicine 

	Eligible costs and funding rates
	· The maximum funding amounts to 500,000 Euros per project; maximum duration is 36 months.

· The funding rate for companies amounts to up to 50% of eligible costs, and for universities and research institutes up to 100% of eligible costs. Universities can apply for a project flatrate of 20%.

The following eligible expenditure/costs:

(a) staff to carry out R&D work: Project-related expenditure/staff costs will be subsidised.

b) Project-related material resources and equipment
The granting of project-related material subsidies (e.g. consumables, business supplies, equipment) is possible to a limited extent.

c) Travel by project participants
The costs of arrival and departure, including necessary visas (for air tickets: economy class), up to and including are taken from the destination in the partner country. Contributions to health insurance and, if necessary, other

Insurances are to be paid by the recipient himself.

Travel expenses of foreign project participants are funded by the sending country.

d) Workshops

For the realization of workshops in Germany various expenses or costs can be taken over.

Subsidies are available, for example, for the accommodation of guests, transfers and the provision of workshop documents, adequate hospitality and rental of premises. The amount of the subsidy depends on the scope of the event.

In principle, the usual basic equipment of the participating facilities will not be taken over or subsidised.

	Additional documents required

	For phase 1: In addition to the EUREKA Project Application Form the German applicants have to submit the following information:

· A project description (as a separate pdf-file, max. 10 pages) along the following structure:

· economic and social impact of the project results

· achievement of a critical mass and better use of limited resources in fields of mutual interest

· mutual access to cross-border and European value chains

	Contact persons
	For questions with respect to EUREKA:

DLR Project Management Agency

EUREKA Management Agency


 

Ruth Schietke

+49 228 3821-1903 

e-mail: Ruth.Schietke@dlr.de
For questions with respect to national funding:

DLR Project Management Agency

European and International Cooperation

Dr. Kerstin Silvestre Garcia

+49 228 3821-1480

e-mail: Kerstin.Garcia@dlr.de 


	

7.4 CDTI  - Spain 

	Specific National/ Regional rules
	CDTI will finance industrial research and/or technological development activities of Spanish companies. Universities and research centers could take part as subcontractors.

	Eligible costs and funding rates
	Funding conditions for Spanish partners may vary depending on the nature of the project and the beneficiaries. The features of the main funding tool for EUREKA projects in Spain is available here: https://www.cdti.es/index.asp?MP=100&MS=802&MN=2 

	Additional documents required

	Each company must complete and submit the application to CDTI within 20 days after receiving the communication of eligibility. Funding decision is expected within 3 months after submitting an eligible funding application. 

It is mandatory that project activities do not start before submitting the funding applications to CDTI. For further information, please contact CDTI.

	Contact persons
	Ms. Juana Sanchez

Email_ juana.sanchez@cdti.es
Tel: +34 91 581 0489

	

	
7.5 KIAT – South Korea

	Specific National/ Regional rules
	KIAT will finance industrial research and/or technological development activities of Korean companies, universities and research centers.

A private enterprise which has been in operation for more than 1 year and which received corporate R&D center accreditation by the Korean government should be included in the Korean consortium. 

	Eligible costs and funding rates
	Project cost is comprised of government contributions and civilian dues (cash and in-kind). The amount of government contributions will vary depending on the type of executing organizations and project in accordance with Article 24 (Funding criteria) and Article 25 (Civilian dues) of the Common Operational Regulations for the Industrial Technology Innovation Programs in Korea. (see: www.k-pass.kr) 

A party that participates in a project shall carry out its project using the government contributions allocated to it, and for-profit organizations shall individual bear the cash portion of civilian dues. 

Classification

Share of government contributions in executing organization’s project 

budget

Share of cash in executing

organization’s civilian 

dues

Large company

33% or less

60 or more

Mid-tier company

50% or less

50 or more

SME

67% or less

40 or more

Other

100% or less

To be borne if necessary



	Additional documents required

	The Korean consortium should submit its national application form on the k-pass system (online) until the end of March. (National Call deadline will be fixed in January 2020.)

See: www.k-pass.kr  or www.kiat.or.kr  

National submission on the k-pass system is mandatory for the project to get public funding.

	Contact persons
	Hyewook Joung,

E-mail: hyewook118@kiat.or.kr   

Phone +82-2-6009-3212

Jungsoo Hwang 

E-mail : hjs0327@kiat.or.kr
Phone +82-2-6009-3211
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� The implementing agency in South Africa is the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA).


� The implementing national funding agency in Germany is The German Aerospace Centre (DLR)-Project Management Agency.


� The legally binding announcement is published in the Federal Gazette.
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