[image: image1.jpg]




The Economic Interest Group will devote initially 100 million Euro to the European project "Clean Sky"

TEN SPANISH COMPANIES CONSTITUTED TODAY THE CONSORTIUM ACCEL FOR AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH

The Spanish companies AERNNOVA, ARIES, CESA, EADS - CASA, GMV, GTD, INDRA ESPACIO, ITP, TAM and SENER signed today the agreement of the Economic Interest Group ACCEL (Group for the Achievement of a European Clean Sky). ACCEL will be responsible of the development of the Spanish participation in long-range R&D projects in the European aeronautical sector.

(Madrid. 30-11-06). The new group aims at actively participating in the foreseen "Joint Technology Initiative" (JTI) of the aeronautical sector, “Clean Sky”, one of the main collaboration tools in the VII Framework Program of the European Union. JTIs come to complete the existing structures of R&D and their objective is to facilitate large scale investment in R&D projects.

One hundred million euros

Through the constitution of ACCEL, the Spanish companies will coordinate national R&D activities with future initiatives developed within the framework of the JTI "Clean Sky" during the next 7 years. For that purpose, the Spanish signatories will devote 100 million euros, optimizing in this way the investment and the resources devoted to the aeronautical R&D.

The goals of “Clean Sky”, to be reached by 2020, include a 50% reduction of CO2 emissions through drastic reduction of fuel consumption, an 80% reduction of NOx emission, a 50% reduction of external noise and a green design, manufacturing, maintenance and disposal product life cycle. "Clean Sky" is a proposal of nine European aeronautical companies (AgustaWestland, Aeronautical Alenia, Airbus, Dassault Aviation, Eurocopter, Liebherr-Aerospace, Rolls-Royce, SAFRAN and Thales) and counts on a budget of 1.7 billion euros. Its objective is the development and demonstration of integrated applications in the large reactors area, regional transportation planes, vertical takeoff aircraft and their equipment.

During the presentation of the Spanish consortium, the general director of ITP, Ignacio Mataix, asserted that "these objectives can not be reached through progressive or minor steps, but demand the development of radically new concepts in technological aeronautical products. And this is only possible if the different representatives of the sector collaborate closely to reach them".

Maurici Lucena, Director General of CDTI, underlined the importance of the creation of this consortium for Spain "in order to guarantee a Spanish role in the Aeronautical JTI  according to the relevance of the Spanish aeronautical industry in the European context".

European leadership

The initial investment of 100 million of Euros anticipated by ACCEL in the JTI "Clean Sky" will be distributed among the various platforms to be developed in the initiative. This investment will be added to the one which each signatory has already committed in other projects of R&D.

The technological initiative "Clean Sky" intends to solve the challenges that the aeronautical industry will be facing by 2020 in order to maintain the leadership of European industry. Challenges also encompass important social aspects, such as accessibility to the air transportation, passenger’s comfort and environmental impacts.

The aeronautical sector is, at present, one of the most dynamic and intensive sectors concerning R&D investments, with a mean investment, European and Spanish, of the 14% of the annual turnover.
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